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PART I- PREVENTION 
HOW TO GUARD AGAINST INTERNATIONAL CHILD ABDUCTION 
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PART II 
WHAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT CAN AND CANNOT DO  

WHEN A CHILD IS ABDUCTED ABROAD  
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Be sure to sign and date the application. 
Checklist and Instructions for Completing the Hague Application 
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- IMPORTANT - 
 
If there is no applicable court order, please provide a copy of the state statute or case 
law that establishes your right of custody at the time of the child's removal. This 
provision is sometimes found in the estate and wills section of the state code. 



Remember, you are not attempting to show that you would have an equal right to 
obtain custody in a subsequent custody proceeding, but that you had and were 
exercising a right of custody when the child was taken.  
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Sign and date the application. 
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